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Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act

« All birds are protected
except:

... — English Sparrow
~ W=y ~ —Rock Dove
“ &= .1 (pigeon)
| - European Starling

 Rehabbers are
required to have a
Federal permit




Federal Permit

Requirements:

o State permit
* 100 hours of avian rehab experience
* Letter from veterinarian willing to work with you

« Letter from federally-permitted rehabber familiar with
your training

* Flight cage



1. What are the age
and experience
necessary to qualify
for a rehabilitation
permit?

Federal Permit

2. What are the
caging
requirements?

3. May | share
rehabilitation
facilities with
someone else?

4. Do | need to
report suspected
criminal activity
involving a migratory
bird that | receive for
rehabilitation?

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT A FEDERAL
MIGRATORY BIRD REHABILITATION PERMIT

A Federal Migratory Bird Rehabil 1 permit will sutharize you to take, part and lemporarily |

sick, imjured, and orphaned migratery birds for rehabilitation purpeses. You should review Title 50 parts 10,
13 & 21,38 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). Thess regulations can be found on owr website a1
Bt U sovdpemitslie e hintl,. You ore responsible for reviewing and anderstanding these
regulations befare you request and sccept o permit. Below 15 2 review of several sections periment 1o a
Federal Migratory Bird Rehabilitation permit

I. What are the age mnd experience requirements necessary fo gualify for @ relabilitation permii®

You must be ot beast 18 years of age with a minimum of 100 hows of hands-on expersence, gamed
over the course of at least | whole year, rehabilitating the types of migrabory birds you intend 1o rehabilitate
(e g waterhirds, songhirds, raptors). Upto 20 hours of the 100-haur time requirement may be fulfilled by
participation in migratory bisd rehabiliatsen semimars and cowrses.

2 What ave the caging requiremenis?

Facilities must be adequate for each specses you plan to rehabilitate. You will be required to submit
phatographs and dingrams of vour enclosures with vour application. Criterza used for evaluating andfor
mspecting vour Eacilities will be hased on the Nalional Widdlife Rehabiltators Associstion (WWRA) and
International Wildlife Rehabilitstion Council's {IWRC) Minimeum Standards for Rehabilitstbon. You may
ohiain 2 copy of this publication by calling NWRA ot 320-239-4086 or IWRC at 510-383-5090. You can
also visit their web sites ai: vy nvrawaldlife ong or hitpsherwre org,

3. May I share rebabilitation facilities with someone else?

Moo We will issue only one permit per address. The permitted individual, or prineipal officer for
permits issued to o business, s legally responsible for the facilities, all fhe birds at the facility, the activities.
the subpermittees histed on the permat ond any approved affate locations, and any siafT nsastimg with the
permuined sctivities

4. Do I weed to report snxpected crimimal acfivige invelving o niigrorory dird thar I receive for
releabilitation?

Yes You musd nolify your local Fish and Wildlife Service Law Enfircement Office if you receive a
live or dead migratory bird whose injuries appeas to be caused by poisening, punshsot, leetrocution or ather
criminal activity. Comtact information for your local Service Law Enforcement Office can be ohtained on
the inlemnet at hitpei o, P o TedC 43@;[15"&15_;]1@ ar I|:..' colling vour MIE!J{I,‘!}' Bird Permit
Office.

5, Mow long can § keep o Ned {n captivity fer rehabiliongon?

You must refease all releasabbe recuperated birds to the wild as scon as seasonal conditions albow
Berds may not be held for more than 180 days wnless approved by the Remonal Migratory Bl Permit
(Office.

. Wheen st T ewiianize o bird?

Yol must euthanee any bird that has sustaned injures requining amputation of a keg, o fool, or o wing
al the elbow (humerc-ulnar prrt) or above, and’or o completely blind. You must not sustaom the Tife of any
migratary bard that cannat after medical managensert feed itself, perch upright, or ambulate without

5. How long can |
keep a bird in
captivity for
rehabilitation?

6. When must |
euthanize a bird?

7. Can | accept
migratory birds that
are injured in the
process of being
removed from

inside buildings?

8. Can | display
birds that are being
rehabilitated to the
public?




Stress

Songbirds are prey species
Constantly looking out for
predators

If possible, they will hide
their injuries

Don’t make direct eye
contact

Unfamiliar noises, smells,
and sights cause them even
more stress (pets, radio, TV,
voices)

Do not house near predators




Transportation

Cardboard box or shoebox with air holes

Keep warm, dark, and quiet

Use white paper towels to line box

May offer water in shallow dish (not for babies)

Don’t play radio or talk in the car



Intake

Get detailed history!
 Where was it found?

 Food, water, or
medicine
administered?

* How long since
capture?

* Get finder's name,
address, and phone #




Handling

Easier to catch if room is
dark

Use a lightweight blanket
or sheet to throw over
bird

Don’t move bird from one
hand to the other

Don't restrict breathing
(chest must be able to
move up and down)

Handle only in a small,
contained area




« Bander’s grip

Handling




|dentification

Natural history is very important.

* [nsectivore or seed eater?

« Ground feeder or drop forager?
« Habitat

* Nest type

* Nocturnal?

« Migratory?



Songbird Stages

« Hatchling — pink, naked
and blind

* Nestling — downy or pin
feathers, short stubby tail




Nestling Types

Precocial

Creative Commons - Pinke

Creative Commons — George Thomas

Naked, blind, helpless wholly, Down covered, active soon after
dependent on parents hatching, able to leave nest



ok wn =

_ Nestling Types

2345 6.7 809

Gape flanges 7. Thigh 1.  Moustache streak 10. Back
Tongue 8. Tarsus 2. Forehead 11. Flank
Tongue-spurs 9. Belly 3. Lores 12. Rump
Palate 10. Breast 4. Forecrown 13. Tarsus
Down filaments 5. Eyestripe 14. Thigh
Wing quills 6. Hindcrown 15. Belly

7. Ear coverts 16. Wing

8. Nape 17. Upper breast

9. Mantle



Songbird Stages

* Fledgling — mostly
feathered, longer talil,
beginning to self-feed




Songbird Stages

* Fledgling — mostly feathered, longer tail, beginning
to self-feed

“teenager”




Housing - Nestlings

* |ncubator

« Margarine tub (finches,
wrens, sparrows)

* Cool Whip bowl (robins,
mockingbirds, blue jays)

* Line plastic bowls with
white, unscented tissue

* Place plastic bowl inside
Kritter Keeper or
aguarium




Housing - Adults

Never use wire cages

Cardboard box with
Insect screen

Kritter Keeper or
aquarium

Screened rabbit cage
Outdoor flight cage




Environmental Enrichment

Minimize visual contact by placing natural color
contact paper or pictures of flowers and trees
on outside of cage

Offer different sized perches at various heights
Offer natural foods

Use natural substrate such as dirt or grass
Natural setting with places to hide



Grocery List

High protein, high quality
Kitten kibble
(40% protein)
Mealworms
Wax worms |
Seed mixes Waxworms

Fruit (strawberries,
blueberries, grapes)

Greens (kale, romaine
lettuce, Dri Greens®)

superworms



Feeding - Babies

Hatchlings need to be fed every 15-30
minutes from 7:00am — 9:00pm

Nestlings every 30-45 minutes
Fledglings every 45-60 minutes
Weigh, weigh, weigh!

Soak high quality (protein) kitten chow until
softened

Alternate feedings of kitten chow and insects
Don’t give hatchlings water

Offer live mealworms and fruit/seed in cage
for fledglings

Take a worm count to determine if bird is
beginning to self-feed



HATCHLING




Feeding Doves

« Baby doves do not gape

 Doves <40 grams must
be syringe fed crop milk
or baby cereal mix

 Doves > 40 grams can be
fed with a homemade
seed feeder (designed by
Lessie Davis)




Feeding - Adults

* Provide natural diet if
possible
« QOffer as much of a variety

as possible including
fruits, berries, and greens

« Provide water for drinking




Gavage

Method of feeding if bird is unwilling or unable
to self-feed

Use warm slurry or fluids
Insert past glottis and into crop

Gut capacity is approximately 10% of body
weight

Do not overfill or bird can choke or aspirate



Most Common Injuries

Window strike
Hit by car

Cat or dog attack
Orphaned
Kidnapped




Treat or Euthanize

Traumatic injury to the patagium
Open or compound fractures
-ractures involving or near a joint
_eg or wing amputation

House Finch Eye Disease
Emaciation

Any fracture in a migratory bird
Non-native species




House Finch Eye Disease
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Release Criteria

Weather

Normal body weight

Ability to fly strongly

Waterproof and fully feathered
Same species nearby

Territory available

Not hunting season

Acclimated to outside temperature
Recognize natural foods
Recognize predators

Recovered completely from
injury/illness
If migratory, check migration schedule




Essential Supplies

Heat lamp (red), lava pack, heating pad

Cardboard boxes, Kritter Keepers, berry baskets
Kitten kibble

.occ, 1cc and 3cc syringes

Distilled water, Pedialyte®, Normosol®

Bird seed mixes (black oil sunflower, millet, safflower)
Insects (mealworms, waxworms and crickets)

Tissue paper, paper towels

Nutristart® or high protein baby cereal

Forceps



Reference Materials

Sibley Guide to Bird Behavior
Sibley Guide to Birds

Stokes Guides Vol. T — III
Songbird Diet Index

Body Weights of 686 Species of
North American Birds



Suppliers

Mealworms, Wax worms, Crickets:

« Nature’'s Way www.thenaturesway.com
* Grubco www.grubco.com

Supplies:

« Valley Vet Supply www.valleyvet.com

 Doctors Foster and Smith
www.drsfostersmith.com




* The end



